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Claims 1-24 are cuxtently pending in this application. By this Response, claims 8, 
12 and 13 «c amended for Cannon purposes only. Specif^ these claims are 

ILn.thespe^^ 

InfoCon. Nonewmatterhasbccnaddedbyanyofthcboveamendments. 
mform^on arnendmen ts and following remarks is 

Reconsideration of the claims tn vjew or me apu 

respectfully requested. 

T nnim ftM"-«"" 

The Restriction Reared object, to Cairns 8, 12 and 13 as having improper 

inLrdance with the Ewer's 
withdrawal of the objccUon to the claims. 

II. rirrtinn ^"P"" 1 " 

1,0 Restriction Requirement indicates that the claims are directed to different 
species of invention as follows: 

Species 1: claims 2 and 1 7; 

Species 2: claims 3, 5, 10, 12, 18 and 20; and 

Species 3: claims 4, 6, 11, 13, 1.9 and 21. 

Tfce Restriction Requirement further states that species 1-3 have claims 1, 9 and 16 as 
genericclaims and that claims 7-8, 14-15 and 22-24 will be examined regardless of the 
species election. 

Applicants hereby elect Sped* X *b» 3, 5. 10, 12, 18 and 20, With.traverse 
with regard to Species 1 and without traverse with regard to Specie, 3. Apphcan* 
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respectfully submit that claims 2 and 17 are directed to the same species as Species 2 and 
should be examined along with claims 3, 5, 10, 12, 18 and 20 even though these claims 
may be patentably distinct from other claims in Species 2. 

Claim 2, which is representative of claim 17 with regard to similarly recited 

subject matter, reads as follows: 

2 The method of claim 1, wherein determining a period for sending 
management information requests includes timcdecaying the penod if the 
operating status of the system is determined to be normal. 

Thus, claim 2 is directed to a method of managing a system in which a period for sending 
management information requests is time-decayed if the operating system is determined 

to be normal. 

Similarly, claim 3 recites: 

3 The method of claim 1, wherein determining a period for sending 
management information requests includes increasing the oenod bv a 
decay amount if the operating status of the svstem is determined to be 
normal. 

The features set forth in claim 3 are a specific mechanism for time-decaying a period for 
sending management information requests. That is, the period for sending such 
management information requests is increased by a decay amount if the system is 
functioning normally. Thus, while claims 2 and 17 may be patentably distinct from 
claims 3, 5, 10, 12, 18 and 20, both sets of claims are directed to the same species of 
invention having to do with time-decaying the period for sending management 
information requests when a system is operating normally. Therefore, claims 2 and 17 
should be examined as part of the same species as elected claims 3. 5, 10, 12, 18 and 20. 

Applicants further submit that while claims 4, 6, 11, 13, 19 and 21 are not elected, 
these claims are dependent from respective ones of independent claims 1, 9 and .1.6. 
Therefore, if independent claims 1, 9 and 16 are found allowable, these claims should be 
in condition for allowance as well. Accordingly, these claims are not canceled by this 
Response. 
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III. rwinsimi 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at the below-listed telephone 
number if in the opinion of the Examiner such a telephone conference would expedite or 
aid the prosecution and examination of this application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



DATE: 




Yee & Associates, P.C. 
P.O. Box 802333 
Dallas, TX 75380 
(972) 367-2001 
Attorney for Applicants 
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